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thou wast worthy to have lived; and if | had been more fortunate, and if the vexatious divinities had not denied
me marriage, thou wast one with whom | could have shared my bed. Thus she said, and as one inexperienced,
and smitten by Cupid for the first time, not knowing what she is doing, she is in love, and yet does not know that
she is in love. Now both the people and her father demanded the usual race, when Hippomenes, the descendant
of Neptune, invoked me with anxious voice: | entreat that Cytherea may favor my undertaking, and aid the
passion that she has inspired. The breeze, not envious, wafted to me this tender prayer, and | was moved, |
confess it; nor was any long delay made in giving aid. There is a field, the natives call it by name Tamasenian,
the choicest spot in the Cyprian land, which the elders of former days consecrated to me, and ordered it to be
added as an endowment for my temple. In the midst of this field a tree flourishes, with yellow foliage and with
branches tinkling with yellow gold. Hence, by chance as | was coming, | carried three golden apples that | had
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