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Department of the Tennessee and State of Arkansas: For 1864 Many of the last were forced into the rebel
armies, furnished with horses and better food and clothing, and their families were supported; and, therefore,
they failed to see, so soon as some of the negroes and the Southern unionists, that the interests of these
elements were not only diverse, but hostile; and that the war was the eFort of the master to render irrevocably
supreme the power of his own caste. Some whites looked Northward; but the blacks illustrated what the history
of the world has rarely seen, - a slave population, sprung from antecedent barbarism, rising up and leaving its
bondage of centuries, and its ardent local traditions and associations, sundering the boasted influences and
attractions of the master; in rags or silks; feet shod or bleeding; individually or in families; and pressing towards
the armies characterized as Vandal hordes. Their comings were like the arrivals of cities. OIen they met
prejudices against their color, more bitter than that they had leI behind. There was no Moses to lead, nor plan
in their exodus. The decision of their instinct or unlettered reason brought them to us. They felt that their
interests were identical with the objects of our armies. This identity of interest, slowly but surely, came to be
perceived by our oFicers and soldiers, and by the loyal public. They gave information for the guidance of
campaigns; laborers for the various staF departments; took upon themselves all the serving of the army for
officers, hospitals, c.; and soon were accepted as capable of the soldier...
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