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From an Awful Imprisonment The preface to a book is very often nothing more than a respectable cloak,
allowed by the conventionalities of literature, in which an author may wrap his excuses and apologies for
troubling the public with his lucubrations. This dressing up of excuses in order to introduce them into notice
under another name, is a thing so tempting to poor human nature, such a pleasant little offering to self esteem
and vanity, that it would be very hard if authors were to be debarred from a luxury in which all their fellow
mortals indulge. Yet, if it be true that a good wine needs no bush, it is equally true that a good book needs no
excuse; and in this age of ready writers, it is very certain that no excuse or apology can justify the publishing a
bad one. To apologise for poor or careless writing, because there has not been time or opportunity to make it
better, provokes the question, What necessity was there for writing at all? - a question not always easily
answered. About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books.
Find more at This book is a reproduction of an important historical work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art
technology to digitally reconstruct the work, preserving the original format whilst repairing imperfections
present in the aged copy. In rare cases, an imperfection in the original, such as a blemish or missing page, may
be replicated in our edition. We do, however, repair the vast majority of imperfections successfully; any
imperfections that remain are intentionally...
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