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Sketch Mahomed the I, of glorious memory, secured by the conquest of Constantinople in 1453, the Ottoman
Empire in Europe. It attained its utmost pitch of greatness and splendor, under Suliman the great, who died in
1566. For more than one century, the growth of this power excited much terror and hostility among the whole
family of christian princes. Francis the I, surnamed the Most Catholic, entered into a treaty of alliance and
friendship with Suliman the great, a striking example of those times of fanaticism, when crusades were
preached everywhere, and persecution was a virtue, that a christian prince should conclude such a treaty, and
that this treaty should contain a special provision for the admission of the Pope to the league. Policy
commanded it to oppose the growing power of Austria, under Charles the V. The Island of Rhodes, taken from
the Knights of St. John, a large portion of Hungary, and the provinces of Moldavia and Walachia, whose princes
became tributaries to the Porte, were the acquisitions of territory made under the famous Suliman the Great.
Malta only resisted his attempts, thanks to the brave resistance of the Knights of St. John and the arrival of the
Sicilian fleet. This defeat occurred in 1665; Suliman died in the following year, and from that period dates the
decline of the Ottoman power. Effeminate luxury reigned in the palace; endless abuses ruined the military
character and institutions of the Empire, and the fearful name of...
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