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illustrated. 1908 Excerpt: .and the monsters who bought them, against insolent pomp, ecclesiastical rottenness
and venal stupidity. Yet probably the view of Gautier is nearer the truth. He assumes that the now popular
painter was merely producing so many capricious sketches, when he was in truth drawing the portrait and
writing the history of Spain of former days, under the belief that he was serving the ideas and creed of modern
times. His caricatures will soon be looked upon in the light of historical monuments. Extraordinary as these
pictures are by reason of their fancy, their beauty, their saturnine wit, their Gargantuan spirit, as well as by the
technical skill and originality they display, they are even more extraordinary by reason of the favour with which
they were at first received by the people against whom they were directed. At first the plates were issued
separately and were passed from hand to hand among the etcher s friends. But in 1799, probably the year in
which the series was completed, a prospectus was issued, advertising the publicationof an edition of seventytwo
plates. Goya, for unknown reasons, objected to this edition, and the issue was never made. In the meantime the
satire of these tumultuous cartoons was discovered by the objects of his ridicule. Godoy, the old Duchess of
Benavente, the Queen s favourites, were the first to be identified, then effigies of the Queen herself and her
illustrious lord were recognised upon the plates. The scandal of these...
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