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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1913 edition. Excerpt: . CHAPTER Il. FAVORED NUMBERS. In the first chapter of this
investigation the aim has been to discover and combine those instances of numerical expression in Vergil which
seem to have been fixed by some one of a variety of causes. In this second chapter the question constantly to be
propounded for answer is: What influences were at work in the poet s mind which caused him, when a choice
was open to him, to use one number in preference to another? In the first chapter we have taken it to be self-
evident that Vergil, when he was dealing with matters of ritual or wished to incorporate in his poem a fact of
history, was thereby constrained to use a certain fixed numeral. There are, however, many cases in which Vergil
was not hampered by these limitations, and these instances will be discussed in the present chapter.
Furthermore, it will be my aim in this portion of my study to prove that, where there are, plainly, varying
accounts of one and the same incident, Vergil shows a certain well-defined tendency in the selection of the
number he uses. In short, the situation in Chapter Il is the exact opposite of that in Chapter I. Instead of dealing
with fixed numbers, we must try to discover what were some of the considerations which underlay or controlled
the poet s choice. These considerations may be more clearly seen from a somewhat detailed study of individual
passages,...
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