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indexed. Not illustrated. 1899 Excerpt: . pages of La Nouvelle Helo ise, so he read now, amidst these austere
Republican surroundings, the tragedies of Corneille and of Racine, giving himself up to the magic sway of the
rhythmic verse, a smile of appreciation on his lips. But that evening he was quite preoccupied, and gave but
little attention to the music, as he sat with his back to the mantelpiece, entirely absorbed in the voluminous
correspondence which had just reached him--letters, reports, denunciations and the like. He sorted them
feverishly, handing them one by one to Simon the wooden-legged, who stood near him, either to classify them
or to throw them in the waste-paper basket. Mother Duplay, ensconced in a deeo armchair, was indulging in
her after-dinner naj --.iilst old Duplay smoked his pipe, leaning on the window ledge to watch the departure of
some of the workmen kept late over some pressing work. Young Maurice Duplay ran backwards and forwards
from one group to another, as lively and active as a squirrel. Buonarotti, still at the harpsichord, was now
playing the hymn to the Supreme Being, by Gossec. The air fell on Robespierre s ears and brought back the
previous day s fete to his memory: the procession from the gardens of the Tuileries; the affectation of the
deputies in keeping so far behind him to make it appear that he had already assumed the role of Dictator; the
whole plot which he felt was undermining the popular rejoicings; and...
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