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The definitions of the Shorter Catechism of the Westminster
Assembly have been always admired for the exactness and
conciseness of the terms in which they are expressed. These
qualities adapt them to the use of memory, being so brief that
they are no burden to the mind, and so comprehensive that they
are susceptible of being expanded into a full system of inspired
truth. But this very excellence is the source of the greatest
disadvantage which has been found in the use of the Catechism
in the indoctrination of the young. For the terms of the
definitions, though easily retained, are neither so easily
committed nor understood as they would be if they were more
diffuse and less technical. Hence it is so common to find children
averse to the task of committing the answers, and when they
have accomplished this, appearing to have very faint ideas of
their meaning. About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes
hundreds of thousands of...
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