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the Department of Agriculture, Discussed at a Conference Held at the Department on April 29, 1913 (3) Methods
and cost of distribution, which will include a study of prices paid the producer, changes of ownership between
producer and consumer, prices and profits at each stage, and final price paid by consumer. (4) Transportation
problems of specific localities, which will include the delivery of products to local consumers and shipment to
distant markets. At the invitation of the Secretary. Mr. G. Harold Powell, formerly of the department, but for
some time general manager of the California Fruit Growers Exchange, the most extensive cooperative
nonprofit rural organization in the country, addressed the meeting on the subject of his experience with
organized agricultural industries, with some suggestions regarding work that might be undertaken by the
department along this line. The activities of the exchange in question are confined to citrus fruits: nevertheless,
its organization and operations involving a considerable number of the principles and problems which would
necessarily enter into any rural organization are of general interest, and their explanation in detail follows,
substantially as given by Mr. Powell. The California Citrus Industry, Its Organization and Operation The citrus
Industry of California represents an investment of about $200,000,000. There are 200,000 acres of oranges,
lemons, and grapefruit in the State, and it costs about $1,000 an acre to bring the groves into bearing. In a
normal crop year 45,000 carloads, or 18,000,000 boxes, of fruit are shipped, more than 90 per cent which is
produced in a comparatively small area in Southern California. The growers are in unusual class of...
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