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Golem Books, United States, 2016. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.A Mother s Steps: A Meditation on Silence is the novelist Mark Jay Mirsky s
attempt to understand the life of a mother who was reluctant to tell him any details about her family or herself.
Concealing much of her strong aFection for her son, she began to reveal it aGer learning that she was
dangerously ill. The book tries to un-riddle the silence that Ruth S. Mirsky drew over her childhood, adolescence
and the first years of her marriage. She remained a mystery to her son aGer her death at the age of fiGy-six in
April of 1968. Why had she spoken so little about her mother and never about her father? The subject had been
taboo while she was alive and even Ruth s husband, Wilfred, the author s father, was puzzled when asked.
Spending many hours beside her bed in the hospital through her last six months of life brought her son
together with his mother in ways that he had never expected. In her final weeks, she asked her son if her illness
was fatal, and he had to reveal what no one else had told her. Aged twenty-nine at the moment of his mother s
death, it changed the author s understanding of reality and fiction. It led to his first immersion in Orthodox
Jewish prayer as he assumed the responsibility of mourning for his mother and experienced her return to him
in the world of dreams. A Mother s Steps describes the process of a son piecing together a narrative of his
mother s life to understand her. He began with the extensive photographic albums his mother kept from the
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