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Arcadia Publishing, 2012. Book Condition: New. Brand New, Unread Copy in Perfect Condition. A+ Customer
Service! Summary: "Three Gold Coast residents have written a book about their neighborhood. "Chicago's Gold
Coast" is the latest addition to Arcadia Publishing's "Images of America" series, recognizable by the South
Carolina company's signature sepia cover photo. "This neighborhood has so much history and there are so
many interesting properties and people who have lived in the area, I think people will enjoy learning about it,"
said Maureen O'Brien, a real estate broker in the area and a past president of the Gold Coast Neighborhood
Association. She wrote the book with Wilbert Jones, a food-product developer and cookbook author; and
Kathleen Willis Morton, a memoir author. History buIs will enjoy the references to wealthy Chicagoans like
Potter Palmer and other titans of industry who transformed "an undesirable swampland" into one of the
wealthiest neighborhoods in America. I spent the holiday combing through the dozens of pictures of old
mansions and new high-rises trying to figure out who lived where. Homeowners' names are for the most part
leJ out of the captions, though it's easy to figure out a few of them. I recognized the "tiny section of the
penthouse at 65 East Goethe Street" as the home of chewing gum heir Bill Wrigley Jr. He purchased it in 2002
for just under $9.1 million and then put it on the market for $14 million. When the recession hit and there were
no buyers, he split up the penthouse into three units. "We didn't want to make it a society book," says Mr. Jones.
"Names come and go. We wanted to focus on the architecture." Still, a few notable names pop up.
Philanthropist and architecture buff Richard Driehaus offers a humorous foreword to the book on...
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